reviews 117 on our imagination. Though there are issues that Lewis could have expanded upon in the new text, such as the recent decline of the downtown shopping district and the ongoing crisis with law enforcement in the city, this is a memorable book, one that feels like an old friend turning up after too many years gone.
avrum j. shriar
Virginia Commonwealth University
Roberts and Thanos place Latin America's environmental crises in their historical context and explore their links to, and implications for, current political, social, and economic realities in the region. The outcome is political ecology at its best, in which a compelling case is made for the notion that oppression, economic desperation, and lack of ''democratic space'' have long been at the root of most of Latin America's environmental crises. The book does not pretend to seek full objectivity; rather, the authors argue for a particular position on most issues and, at least to this reviewer, few if any of their stances are unwarranted. However, they also present opposing positions and evidence in a balanced way.
The authors bring forth several provocative, overarching themes that are relevant to the myriad issues they explore. For example, they effectively highlight the contradictions of First World demands for better environmental stewardship in Latin America (and elsewhere in the Third World), while simultaneously exerting tremendous pressure on the region's environment, for example, by forcing countries to address their debt problems through rapid exploitation of natural resources and spending cuts that hamper their environmental management capabilities. They also point out that the environmental crises that have received most attention in recent decades are those of primary importance to First World institutions and stakeholders (e.g., deforestation), rather than those that plague and thus concern most Latin Americans (e.g., urban pollution). Hence, the unequal power relationship between First and Third World institutions manifests itself even with something as seemingly virtuous as the quest for environmental progress. Moreover, globalization is a pervasive theme in the book, not only in terms of its multifaceted dimensions and impacts, but also with regard to the movements and struggles that have emerged to resist these impacts.
Trouble in Paradise contains seven chapters. Chapter One provides an insightful overview of some common features and contradictions of Latin America's environmental problems and struggles. It makes clear the importance of understanding globalization, its historical background, reviews and its influence on trade, investment, and political and cultural interaction. Roberts and Thanos also elucidate the ongoing connection between the region's economic policies and inequalities, and the use and abuse of its natural resources. Chapter Two focuses on the environmental and health issues that have emerged along the USMexico border through the Maquiladora program, which the authors see as a ''test case'' for the effects of globalization and free trade on the environment. The authors also explore the strengths and weaknesses of the so-called ''side agreements'' and institutions that have been created to address NAFTA's environmental issues.
Chapter Three uses Central America as a case study for exploring ''unnatural disasters,'' the health and environmental impacts of agrochemicals, and the debates on the costs and benefits of the ''first Green Revolution'' and the current or ''second Green Revolution'' based on biotechnology and genetically modified (GM) crops. The authors do a splendid job of exploring the roots of the problems they cover, and the strengths and weaknesses of the array of strategies being pursued to address them-from ecotourism to the development of GM crops. In Chapter Four the authors discuss the intricacies of the environmental crisis facing Latin America's huge and rapidly growing urban areas. They point out that this crisis generally has been ignored by international conservationists because it involves ''no fuzzy wildlife victims to put on calendars, no pristine wilderness for ecotourists to explore, and no potential cures for cancer or AIDS'' (p. ∞≠∑).
Chapter Five contains a solid review of the issues, debates, and conflicts over the Amazon region. The impacts of human activities and projects are examined, as are the difficulties of discouraging activities commonly seen as harmful, such as ranching and the trade in ''exotic'' non-timber forest products. The authors effectively show that Amazonia's problems are essentially rooted elsewhere, for instance, in the poverty, social inequality, and economic policies of other parts of Brazil. Chapter Six covers the struggles of indigenous groups and others to stop or alter energy and other megaprojects, which are getting tougher to ignore by governments and multinationals due to the ''globalization of communications and human rights law'' (p. ∞∏∏). The discussion of Fourth World Theory, which relates to the distinct, relatively harmonious relationship to the environment that is still held by many native groups, provides an interesting framework for analyzing these international and intra-national conflicts.
The final chapter is an inspiring review of appropriate actions to be taken or supported to address the crises described in the book. These actions include: labeling and other efforts that help clarify the link between First World purchasing and consumption patterns and Third World environmental and social conditions; the development of enforced global standards on environment, labor, and workplace safety; the development of alternative economic models; and new approaches to international aid that do not promote consumptive, environmentally-damaging, U.S. style development patterns.
I am thrilled with all but two aspects of the book, but these should best be seen as nitpicking on my part. First, I can sympathize with the authors' desire to avoid being branded as gloomy pessimists. However, their recurring efforts to highlight the positive and provide an upbeat tone often come across as forced or illusive. For example, they claim that ''the inclusion of an environmental side agreement in the NAFTA accord was a tremendous achievement in and of itself '' (p. ∏≥). This would seem unfounded because, as they make clear, this agreement-and the three environmental institutions it establishedhave been virtually ineffective. Also, their view that ''globalization holds both perils and promise'' (pp. ≤≠∑-∏) is an overstatement given that the few ''promising'' dimensions of globalization to which they refer are nothing more than globalized efforts to ''tame globalization'', i.e., international networks and campaigns seeking to resist its ''perilous'' top-down dimensions and its impacts on livelihoods and the environment. Second, I wish the authors had discussed or elaborated upon a other few points. One of these relates to the promising trends and initiatives they mention in Chapter Three, such as social forestry, organic and sustainable agriculture, and community-based conservation and poverty alleviation schemes. Given the importance of these activities to a better future in Latin America, a welcome addition would have been some coverage of the myriad of constraints that limit the strength and size of these initiatives, and if and how they can be overcome. In light of the broader, socio-economic and political factors that influence the ultimate success of their initiatives, numerous organizations remain baffled over how to effectively combat poverty and environmental degradation within the sub-national regions in which they operate. Also, the Amazonia chapter could have referred to the growing body of research indicating that pre-Columbian ingenuity in soil and forest management helped support high population densities, at least in some parts of the region. Those findings have important implications regarding our current scientific knowledge (or lack thereof) with respect to land management in the humid tropics and its true potential. It also pertains to the discussion of Fourth World Theory, whose proponents seek to raise awareness of the ''special, non-technical, non-modern exploitative relations'' to land that are rapidly disappearing among indigenous peoples (p. ∞π∞).
In any case, Trouble in Paradise is an excellent book, very well-suited for graduate or upper division courses on Latin America, international environmental issues, or globalization. Moreover, it is a very worthwhile read for anyone interested in environment and development policy and programming, particularly those who continue to have false hopes that Latin America's environmental crises can be meaningfully resolved without considerable socioeconomic and political change.
